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Has it ever occurred to you that perhaps some kids 

are just not supposed to talk? Their brains just aren’t 

wired to do so. 

 

Not just the hearing impaired,                                     

but possibly kids with autism                                   as 

well. 
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This doesn’t mean that they                                                         

cannot communicate in other                                                         

ways – by writing or typing                                                        

or even by drawing or painting                                                                           

or playing music. 
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We would have never known Meaghan had so many 

thoughts in her head, much less such an amazing 

ability to express them, had one of  her                                

OT therapists not thought  to try FC/ST                                          

(Supported Typing) with her. 
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Meaghan had never displayed any interest in ipads or 

laptops before. Unlike most kids with autism, she was 

not a visual learner.  

 

But surprisingly, she took to typing right away 

because, for the first time in 30 years, it enabled her 

to get her words out.  
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At first she needed resistance support to control her 

impulse to repetitively hit the keys. But, in time, we 

were able to fade the support to just a finger, and 

move it up the arm to the back –                                         

and then off the body altogether. 
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Meaghan’s ability to communicate has changed her 

life – and it has opened our eyes to what it is really 

like to be autistic and what an amazing resource the 

autistic mind can be. 
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Thanks to her input, we can now piece together a 

brain where the speech component is housed in her 

left brain, subject to Broca's aphasia, while her 

textual language - her ability to spell, utilize grammar 

and use written words or type - are housed in her 

right brain.  
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This explains the complete dichotomy between her 

two piles of language (rote and repetitive vs. eloquent 

and expressive) and a defective corpus callosum 

explains how each side of her brain could function 

essential independently. 
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No doubt others with autism have some of these split 

brain capabilities as well, which is why we have to 

stop focusing so much on speech therapy and 

acknowledge the possibility that, they may have the 

ability to communicate their                                            

thoughts using other functions                                                 

of their brain - be they literary                                                               

or creative.  
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This is what we have been missing when we think 

about autism. We have been fixating on the 

limitations and not the possibilities. 
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And we have been making false assumptions 

because we have yet to come to terms with the fact 

that autistic brains really are wired completely 

differently than ours. 
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When Meaghan was learning to type, I asked her why 

she kept hesitating before she hit a key on the 

keyboard. Her answer stunned me. 

 

Because I can’t feel my finger. 
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I had never considered this. Because I was thinking 

with my neurotypical brain, and it was not an option 

that was part of my reality. 

 

We have to totally suspend our                                          

reality if we are ever going to truly                                                                         

understand autism. 
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Avital Hahamy of the Weizmann Institute of Science in 

Israel, conducted a study using fMRI scans of both 

neurotypical and autistic individuals. The purpose of 

the study was to show the relative inter-hemispheric 

connectivity of different brain regions.16 
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For the neurotypicals in the study, the connectivity 

pattern was consistent. The frontal and temporal 

cortices generally had reduced connectivity, while 

connectivity across the brain                                                        

was increased in the occipital                                             

and sensori-motor cortices.17 
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In scan after scan, the neurotypical brains showed 

uniform patterns in relative connectivity. This is why 

we can use a “one size fits all” educational approach 

for our “normal” kids.  

 

But this type of education                                                                    

– or worse yet – testing, is                                                         

a mistake for atypical minds. 
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In his examination of autistic brains, Hahamy found 

that while they all had some areas of over- or under-

connectivity compared to the neurotypical brains, the 

regions where these differences occurred varied for 

every individual.  

 

.  
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There wasn't much consistency when the scans were 

looked at as a group, but when an individual's scan 

was compared to their list of ASD-related symptoms, 

very clear correlations were seen. 106 

  
Temple Grandin’s Brain 
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So what does this tell us?  
 

Pretty much what we already know – that each 

individual with autism truly is unique. And that                                

we must respect their                                                                        

uniqueness when teach-                                                      

ing and testing them.  
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FOOTNOTES: 
 

16. https://www.iflscience.com/brain/wiring-autistic-brains-shown-be-

highly-individualized 

 

17. https://www.iflscience.com/brain/wiring-autistic-brains-shown-be-

highly-individualized 
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