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Kim Peek was born on November 11, 1951 with an 

enlarged head, a malformed cerebellum and the 

absence of a corpus callosum in his brain.1  

 

That's what he didn't have. 
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What he did have was a computer-like mind, which 

allowed him to have word-for-word memory of over 

9000 books, note-for-note recall of classical music, 

an encyclopedic knowledge of all US zip codes, all 

roads in the US and Canada, all world and American                                                                       

history, sports, movies,                                                      

and a lot more.2 
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Peek could read the pages of a book in 8-10 seconds 

and retain the information. He was able to do this 

because, unlike most of us, he didn’t have binocular 

vision. Instead, he was able to split his vision, so that 

each eye scanned its corresponding page in a book, 

allowing him to process both pages at once.  
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Despite all these amazing abilities, Peek was unable 

to button his shirt, and he had difficulties performing 

routine, everyday tasks. If someone just observed 

him and was unaware of his amazing mind, they 

might have assumed he was mentally disabled, 

rather than just differently abled. 
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Individuals born without a corpus callosum, like Peek, 

have a congenital disorder known as agenesis, and 

many of them have trouble looking at faces and 

looking at others in the eyes. They                                                                                          

also tend to have difficulty                                                       

in social situations. 
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Sounds like people with autism, doesn't it? In fact, 

one third of people born without a corpus callosum 

are on the spectrum. 
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In our last presentation, we talked about the collateral 

damage that the retention of just one reflex, the 

Crossed Extensor, could do. A retained CE Reflex 

can throw off five other reflexes, the neurological 

havoc spreading up to and                                                              

through the formation of the                                                                 

ANTR and SNTR reflexes. 
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It doesn't matter if a baby is developing right on track, 

meeting all his milestones up until he hits the nine 

month mark when the ATNR wiring should be pruned, 

or whether the hidden unraveling                                    

starts earlier on, the moment of                                                       

truth comes when the two sides                                             

of the brain either wire together                                        

typically – or not. 
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And studies have shown that this does not happen. 

That the corpus callosum in people with autism is                                                                

atypical.  
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It is either significantly reduced or increased in size. 

Reduction in size could indicate fewer integrating 

connections; increase in size could mean overloaded, 

inefficient connections.  
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Both these scenarios make sense if the ATNR and 

STNR reflexes are being retained and their wiring 

arcs are not being pruned away.  
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This excess wiring could either interfere with the 

neural communication needed to form the corpus 

callosum in the first place, or it could alter the neural 

track so that too many firings and wirings were taking 

place over and over again                                                 

in the same space. 
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If the two sides of the brain aren’t communicating 

smoothly through the corpus callosum, the 

integration of thought and movement would be 

next to impossible.  
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There would be little or no                                                       

flexibility in the interpretation                                                  

of what either side of the brain                                                      

takes in or puts out.  
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FOOTNOTES: 

 

1. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kim_Peek 

 

2. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kim_Peek 
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