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When you start researching different ways to make money on the Internet, 
you'll find all kinds of different systems. Some work, some don't. Some are 
easy enough for almost anyone to implement while others need all kinds 
of specialized technical skills to be successful. 
  
Of all those methods, one of the simplest and easiest to implement is 
writing. 
  
And by writing, I don't mean writing the next best-selling novel, or some 
kind of "textbook" teaching all about some complicated topic. 
  
The type of writing I’m talking about is easy to learn and can be done in 
just a few hours a week if that's all the time you can budget for it. 
  
There are several ways to earn money by writing, which we're going to go 
through in this report. 
  
Let's get started… 
 

Content Is King 
  
One of the biggest clichés in Internet marketing is the phrase "Content is 
king." 
  
Basically, this means that no matter what else you might be doing on the 
internet, you're going to need content to be successful. 
  

• If you build a website, it has to have content on it. How effective is a 
blank site going to be, even if you can manage to get people to 
visit it? 
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• If you run ads to send visitors to an offer of some sort, you'll need 
content on the page they wind up on - even if it's just information 
about the product or service. 

• If you're connecting with people on Facebook or Twitter, you'll need 
content to share with them - links to interesting things, your own 
opinions, etc. 

  
Basically, anything you read, watch or hear on the internet is a form of 
content. 
  
And regardless of what new technologies bring, the written word is still by 
far the most predominant type of content. 
  
Because of this, lots of webmasters are always on the lookout for good 
content that they don't have to create themselves. This fact plays an 
important role in making money by writing articles, a role we'll get to 
shortly. 
  
Before we get into a more detailed look at how this all works, let's just 
something out of the way: 
  
You don't have to be an award-winning author to make this work. 
  
In fact, you don't even need to be much of a writer at all. It doesn't matter 
if you remember anything about grammar rules, spelling or anything else 
that you learned in high school English classes - none of that stuff is critical 
to this strategy. 
  
This type of writing is more conversational in nature - grammar rules aren't 
going to matter. 
  
At all. 
  
See? That last "sentence" wouldn't pass muster in Mr. MacDonald's English 
10 class, but I'm willing to bet that you didn't even think twice about it. 
  
And if you're not going to win any spelling bees, don't worry - computers 
are very good at spell-checking things these days ;-) 



  
With that out of the way, let's get into the nuts and bolts of putting this into 
action. 
 
 
Affiliate Promotions 
  
One of the ways to earn money writing content is to promote products or 
services from companies that will pay you a commission on any sales you 
refer their way. This is known as affiliate marketing. 
  
You can write articles and post them to various places online, and include 
those affiliate links either in the article itself or in a short bio or "resource 
box" at the end of the article. Anyone who reads the article will potentially 
click on those links, and if they buy something you earn a commission. 
  
The article should be something that is closely related to what you're 
promoting through your affiliate link: 
  

• A review of the product itself 
• Tips & tricks for using the product 
• How to do something manually that the product will help automate 

  
You can even write a more general article on a topic that is related to the 
product, but this won't be as effective. 
  
Let's look at an example of how this might work… 
  
Let's say you're promoting a web hosting service for which you're an 
affiliate. You could write an article comparing that service to several other 
popular alternatives, explaining why you've chosen this one over the 
others. 
  
Or you could write something like "5 Things to Look For When Choosing 
Your Web Host." Give the reader useful information that they could use to 
help identify good hosting companies, but include a link to the one that 
you recommend (and checks off all five things, of course). 
  



Where can you post these articles for people to read them and click on 
your links? There are lots of places available to you: 
  

• Your own website or blog 
• Facebook 
• A free blog on WordPress or Blogger 
• Squidoo, Hubpages or another service that lets you create web 

pages of your own 
  
Most of these are completely free to use, so even if you have absolutely 
no money to spend on getting started, you can still use this strategy. 
  

Your Own Website 
  
Your own website is the only one that will cost you something. If you want 
to have your own domain name (yourdomain.com) where people can 
find your website, it will cost you about $10 per year to register the 
domain. 
  
Note: Our preferred registrar is Namecheap.com 
  
Once you have a domain, you can either host your site for free on a 
service like Blogger.com or WordPress.com (be warned that this version of 
WordPress, hosted by WordPress, tends to frown on marketers) or you can 
sign up for web hosting through a company like HostGator.com for as little 
as $4 per month, and then you could install WordPress on your own 
domain name without any problems. 
  
Once you have your own website set up, you can post all your articles 
there. Ideally, you would want to focus on a particular market or niche 
rather than post all kinds of different unrelated things, but that can work 
too if you do it from the perspective of stuff that you're personally 
interested in. 
  
The advantage of posting the articles to your own website is that you're 
building an asset that you control. You don't have to worry about another 
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service changing their rules or shutting down completely and potentially 
wiping out all the work you've done. 
  

Facebook 
  
Facebook has a huge potential audience - over 900 million users at the 
time of writing this report. They have an advertising service that could 
potentially reach all those people (or any subset of them) but that's going 
to cost money. 
  
When you're first starting out, you may not have money to spend and 
even if you do, you'll probably want to get some experience under your 
belt before going down that road. 
  
Fortunately, there are ways to use Facebook as a venue for your articles 
absolutely free. 
  
The first is Facebook Notes. You can post "notes" on Facebook, which 
essentially means an article. You write your article and post it through your 
Facebook account, including links to the product or service you're 
recommending. 
  
All your Facebook friends will see your note in their news feeds, and if they 
"like" it all of their friends will see that in their feeds. Because of the way 
things can spread on Facebook, you can reach people who you have 
never actually met yourself. 
  
Another method for doing this on Facebook is to create a Facebook 
Page about the topic you're writing on.  
 



 
 
This lets you separate your personal posts from the things you post to the 
page - a good strategy if you're writing about something that you don't 
necessarily want going through your personal news feed. 
  
Once you've created a Facebook Page, you can post notes to the page 
instead of your personal profile. The process works the same way, this just 
keeps it separate. The only "catch" here is that when you set up a 
Facebook Page, your friends aren't automatically added to the page as 
fans - they have to "like" the page. 
  
When you set up your page, you can send an announcement to your 
friends list (or just certain people on it) inviting them to become fans. You 
can also promote it in other ways to get followers: 
  

• Add a signature to your email so every message has a link to your 
page at the end 

• Create a signature on any forums you're active on, with a link to 
your page 

• Mention it on Twitter, Google+ and any other networks that you're 
active in 

  
 



Free Blogs 
  
There are quite a few free blogging services that let you create your own 
blog for no cost. Two of the more popular ones are Blogger.com and 
Blog.com. 
  
Both of these services will let you create your own website without any 
hosting costs or anything else. You can either choose to use the default 
domain and literally pay nothing for the service, or register your own 
domain and configure it to point to your free blog. 
  
The totally free option will give you an address like yourfreeblog.blog.com 
or yourfreeblog.blogspot.com. Paying for your own domain will give you 
something like www.yourfreeblog.com. 
  
Both can work equally well, but from your visitors' perspective, it's more 
professional looking to have your own domain name. 
  
Once you set up your free blog, you can post your articles there - as often 
as you like. The process is really not much different from the first option, 
your own website, you're just using a free service instead. 
  
Just keep in mind the warning we already mentioned - using a free 
service like this puts you at the mercy of another company. If they change 
the rules, decide to start charging money or just shut it down, you could 
lose all the work you've done. 
  
Note: Another popular free blog hosting service is WordPress.com. They 
offer a very good service but their terms of service don't allow you to put 
affiliate links in your posts. If you have a website of your own, you can use 
WordPress.com to link people back to your site, but not directly to an 
affiliate promotion. 
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Squidoo/Hubpages/Etc. 
  
There is a whole bunch of websites where you can create your own 
pages, on virtually any topic you want (some of these sites do limit certain 
topics, mainly adult-oriented stuff). You can create one or more of these 
pages, and you can post articles, videos, polls and various other things. 
  
These are perfect places to post your articles, along with your affiliate 
links, because they're always looking for high-quality content and 
because the websites are so big and well-regarded by Google and the 
other search engines, you will often get visitors who are searching for the 
topic you're writing about from those sources. 
  
Squidoo.com is one of the most widely-used of these sites, with 
HubPages.com being another popular one. One of the reasons these two 
are more popular is because they tend to get more traffic from the search 
engines than most of the lesser-used alternatives. 
  
But there are plenty of others to choose from as well: 
  
- Squidoo.com 
- HubPages.com 
- DevHub.com 
- Weebly.com 
- Tumblr.com  
- Blogsome.com 
- tBlog.com 
- Blog.ca 
- Blurty.com 
- Terapad.com 
- Thoughts.com 
  
Some of these sites are more blog-oriented, similar to Blog.com and 
Blogger. But others let you build a much more interactive page, with polls, 
voting modules, comments and other such things. 
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Writing Short Reports 
  
Writing short reports is a slightly different strategy from writing articles, and 
they can be combined for even better results. 
  
A short report is typically 2,500 to 5,000 words where the average article 
might be anywhere from 400 to 1,000. So they're not a great deal more 
work, but they can give you more leverage - and ultimately generate 
more revenue. 
  
A report will cover a topic in more detail than an article would, and as 
such you can include multiple affiliate links throughout the report. They 
might all be for the same product or service, or they might be for related 
offers that complement one another. 
  
These reports can cover the same sort of topics as your articles but in 
more detail, for example: 
  

• Reviewing a product or service (or comparing multiple alternatives) 
• Teaching the reader how to do something 
• Give a more general overview of a topic, with recommendations to 

more specific training throughout the report 
  
These reports can be posted directly to the web, where people can read 
them much like your articles or you can give them away from your 
website or another page, letting people download them to their own 
computer. 
  
There are a number of "document sharing" websites that will let you post 
longer content like this: 
  

• Scribd.com 
• Doxtop.com 
• Yudu.com 
• Gazhoo.com 
• Docs.com 
• Issuu.com 
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Uploading your report to these sites makes it available to the public both 
through the sites themselves and through Google and other search 
engine referrals. 
  
The second way of using these reports is actually the more powerful of the 
two - giving them away from your own website. 
  
You can either give the report away freely, by just having it linked from 
your website for people to download or you can give it away in 
exchange for the reader giving you the ability to contact them - name & 
email, liking your Facebook page, following your Twitter account, etc. 
  
Why would you want them to give you their contact information? 
Because it gives you the ability to contact them over and over again, 
which lets you do many things: 
  

• Email them or send them a Tweet or Facebook message whenever 
you post a new article somewhere 

• Send them affiliate promotions directly, without even needing to 
write an article 

• Use your articles as the content of the email or other messages you 
send them 

• Share other interesting information that you come across on other 
websites 

  
The point is that you can build a relationship with those people. If you 
provide value in the things you send them, they will not only look forward 
to hearing from you, they'll trust you. Which means when you send them a 
promotion of some sort, they're much more likely to take you up on it. 
  
Note: You don't necessarily have to create a website of your own to use 
this strategy. You can set up pages on sites like Squidoo to "deliver" your 
report to your readers and then simply refer people there. Just remember 
what we talked about already - building a website of your own gives you 
the ability to control your own destiny. You're not at the mercy of another 
service that might change something or go away suddenly. 
  



Supercharging Your Articles & Reports 
  
Once you have a web page where people can read or download your 
free report, you can combine the article publishing strategy with the 
report strategy for even better results. 
  
When you write a new article and post it somewhere, instead of simply 
linking to an affiliate offer of some sort, you can link to the page where the 
reader can download your free report. 
  
Make it clear in the article that you are giving them a free report if they 
visit the link. Knowing they're going to get something for free is more likely 
to get a click than knowing they're going to a page where they can buy 
something. 
  
Because the report gives you more opportunities for including links, getting 
the report into your readers' hands will give you more opportunities to earn 
a commission. 
  
And if you're giving it away in exchange for their contact information, this 
will help build your audience - known in marketing circles as your "list" - 
even faster. 
  
A second strategy for combining the article and report strategies is to do 
exactly that - combine them. Once you've written a number of articles, 
there's no reason you can't take several of them and combine them into 
a longer report that you can then give away. 
  
Even if you're posting all your articles on the same site, chances are any 
given reader won't have read them all. Combining them into a report will 
let those people read more of your content, which naturally has more links 
included in it as well. 
  
 
 
 



Advertising Revenue 
  
Affiliate promotions are not the only way you can make money by writing 
articles and reports. Another effective way to do so is through advertising 
revenue. In other words, you earn money from advertising that is placed 
on the pages where you post your articles. 
  
This really works best if you build your own website, since you can control 
the ads and choose exactly what you want to show. Plus, you don’t have 
to share the ad revenue with anyone else – you keep 100% of it. 
  
The largest advertising network by far is Google Adsense. You've likely 
seen Adsense ads on various websites that you visit. They work with 
websites as small as one or two pages, right up to huge corporations with 
tens of thousands of pages on their sites. 
  

 
  
The way Adsense works is they display ads from the Google Adwords 
advertising network, on your website. These ads are what is known as 
"contextual" ads - they will show ads based on the content of your website 
so they will be relevant to people who are reading your site. 
  



You don't have to do anything to make sure your ads are going to be of 
interest to your visitors. You simply add the Google Adsense code to your 
site, and the ads will show based on the topic of any given page. 
  
These ads are known as "pay per click" ads. Whenever someone clicks on 
an ad to visit the advertiser’s website, that advertiser pays Google a 
certain amount of money. This "click cost" can vary from a few cents to 
$20 or more, depending on a number of factors. 
  
If a visitor to your website clicks on one of those ads, you earn a 
percentage of what the advertiser pays Google. How this percentage is 
calculated is a well-kept secret, and will vary depending on all kinds of 
factors, but it can range anywhere from a few cents to $10 or more 
(again depending on the market and various other factors). 
  
The way you can make money through Adsense by writing articles is to 
simply post them on your own website, where you will also display Google 
ads. When someone comes to your website to read your article, they'll see 
the ads and hopefully something will be interesting enough for them to 
click on it. 
  
And keep this in mind, they don't have to actually buy anything after they 
click. The advertiser pays for the click, not a commission on a sale, so it 
makes no difference to you what happens after they click that ad. The 
click itself is where you earn your money. 
  
What if you don't want to build your own website yet? 
  
You can still use this strategy, it just won't pay as well. 
  
Some websites that let you build your own pages, such as Squidoo.com, 
will pay you a percentage of what they earn in advertising revenue on 
your pages. 
  
For example, if you build a page on Squidoo, they will display ads on that 
page. If someone clicks on one of the ads, they earn money just like you 
would if you were displaying Adsense on your own website. Squidoo then 

http://squidoo.com/
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credits you with a percentage of what they earn, paying it out when you 
reach a certain threshold. 
  
In this situation you're earning a percentage of a percentage, making it 
harder to reach that $500 per month goal, but it can be a good way to 
get started with zero cost. You can always build your own website once 
you're a little more comfortable with the whole process, and maybe after 
you've earned enough to cover the costs involved. 
  
Here is a list of several sites that offer this type of revenue sharing: 
  
- Squidoo.com 
- Hubpages.com 
- Xomba.com 
- Triond.com 
- Helium.com 
- DigitalJournal.com 
- 5050articles.com 
- JournalHome.com 
 
  
 
Writing for Other People 
  
Another very effective way to make money writing articles and short 
reports is to do freelance writing for other people. As we've already 
mentioned, "content is king" and there are always webmasters looking for 
high-quality content for their sites. 
  
Doing freelance writing is a good way to get started online because it's 
something that doesn't require any kind of specialized knowledge, or 
even a website or page on a hosting service like Squidoo. 
  
All you need is the ability to connect with other website owners, and offer 
them your services. There are a number of ways you can do this: 
  

• Freelancing websites like Elance.com and oDesk.com 
• Public forums that allow you to post ads, such as WarriorForum.com 

http://squidoo.com/
http://squidoo.com/
http://hubpages.com/
http://hubpages.com/
http://xomba.com/
http://xomba.com/
http://triond.com/
http://triond.com/
http://helium.com/
http://helium.com/
http://digitaljournal.com/
http://digitaljournal.com/
http://5050articles.com/
http://5050articles.com/
http://journalhome.com/
http://journalhome.com/
http://elance.com/
http://elance.com/
http://odesk.com/
http://odesk.com/
http://warriorforum.com/
http://warriorforum.com/


• Private forums where you can post offers, such as Earn1KaDay.com 
• Contacting website owners directly and offering your services 

  
The easiest method to use when you're getting started is probably 
marketing through forums. You want to target forums that other internet 
marketers and website owners would frequent. The two listed above - the 
Warrior Forum and Earn1KaDay - are two of the most productive. 
  
Keep in mind that you don't necessarily have to write about internet 
marketing topics, in fact many of those website owners will want content 
on other topics. You're not targeting these forums because of the topic, 
you're targeting them because that's where your potential customers 
hang out. 
  
When you join one or more of these forums, take part and be an active 
member. You'll be much more likely to find writing clients if they recognize 
your name and feel like they "know" you through your interactions on the 
forum. 
  
It's really no different than networking with people in the "real world." Build 
relationships first and the client connections will come. 
  
Every forum has its own rules about what you can post, so make sure you 
read the rules & regulations before you start promoting your services. Most 
forums will allow you to add a signature that gets added to the end of 
every post you make automatically. 
  
In that signature, you can link to a post on the forum or a page 
somewhere else that has all the details about your writing services or you 
can even just include a brief outline in the signature itself and ask people 
to send you a message for more details. 
  
The best way to get started with freelance writing is with an introductory 
special. Offer a limited number of projects at a price that's so good that 
people can't pass it up. You won't make a lot of money this way, but you'll 
be able to get some good references from those initial clients (assuming 
you do a good job, of course!) 
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Once you start to build a reputation, you can charge more because 
people will know that you're worth it. You'll also be building a client list, 
which is the single most valuable asset you can have. 
  
If you've written for people in the past and they were happy with your 
work, they are your best source of future work. They may come to you 
when they need more writing, or you can contact them when you have 
space in your schedule. 
  

How Much Do You Charge? 
  
Prices for freelance writing can vary anywhere from one cent per word 
($5 for a 500 word article) and up. Website owners can find people who 
will write extremely cheap content fairly easily, but in many cases those 
writers are not very good. 
  
Website owners who are serious about providing high-quality content on 
their websites are going to be willing to pay more for good writing. 
Positioning yourself as a quality provider rather than a cheap provider is 
essential to making decent money as a writer. 
  
Your initial "get to know me" offer could be at the low end of the scale, 
say one cent per word. Just be sure to let your potential buyers know two 
things: 
  

1. The price is not indicative of the quality. You write high-quality 
content and are offering such a low price strictly to build your 
reputation. 

 
2. The price will not be ongoing, even for the initial buyers. You might 

want to consider offering them a discount from your "regular" prices 
if they take a chance on you when you're unproven, but never 
agree to future work at the same introductory price. 

  
If you have expertise in a particular subject, that can be another way to 
justify higher prices. Some writers will specialize in topics that they are 
experts in themselves. This has two benefits. From the buyer's perspective, 



it means their writing is higher quality because they can write with 
authority on the topic. And from the writer's perspective, it means they 
don't have to spend as much time on research and learning the topic, 
which ultimately means they can take on more work in the same amount 
of time. 
  

Selling Private Label Rights 
  
Another way that you can make money writing for other people is to sell 
what's known as PLR, or Private Label Rights content. Private label rights 
means that the buyers have the right to use the content as if it were their 
own - they can "private label" it. 
  
They can use it as provided, rewrite it in their own words, use it as research 
material for other projects or virtually anything else they want to do. 
  
Selling PLR is a good way to leverage your articles and short reports as a 
writer. 
  
If you take on a writing project for a website owner, you get to charge 
them once for it and that's it. They hired you to write the content, which is 
known as a work-for-hire, so they hold the rights to it - you can't sell it to 
anyone else, and you can’t even use it yourself after they’ve paid for it. 
  
With private label rights, on the other hand, you can sell the same articles 
or report to multiple people. Which means that you get paid multiple 
times for work you only had to do once. 
  
If you sell PLR content, you'll typically charge less for it than if you wrote it 
exclusively for someone. But because you can sell multiple copies, you 
can actually make more money with it. 
  
For example, let's say you write five 500 word articles. If you sell them to a 
single website owner exclusively, you might charge 5 cents per word, or 
$25 each - $125 in total. If you sell PLR to those same five articles instead, 
you might charge $10 for all five - less than half a cent per word. 
  



If you sold 13 copies of your PLR article pack you would already have 
made more than selling them for much more per word to a single client. 
Finding 13 people to buy this type of content package is not difficult. If 
you post an ad on forums or put it out to your followers on Twitter and 
Facebook, you would most likely find quite a few more than that, putting 
considerably more profit in your pocket than working with a single client. 
  
You could even consider selling the 5 articles for $5. You would need 25 
buyers to earn the same $125 as you got from a single client, but at that 
low a price it's very possible, and that’s all assuming that you could 
successfully charge $125 for the 5 articles from the single client in the first 
place. 
 

Building & Selling Turnkey Websites 
  
The last method we're going to discuss for making money with articles and 
reports takes a little bit more knowledge and skill, but can be a great way 
to make that $500 per month goal. This method involves building and 
selling turnkey websites. 
  
A "turnkey" website is basically a website that is ready to launch. The 
content is written, the pages are all posted to the site and it's ready to be 
promoted. The "grunt" work is already done and the buyer just needs to 
start getting traffic. 
  
Many people enjoy setting up new websites but find the ongoing 
promotion boring. Or they might just not like to focus on a particular topic 
for too long, preferring to move from one topic to another to keep things 
interesting. 
  
If that sounds like you, building turnkey websites might be a good fit. 
  
The biggest part of the process is writing the content for the website, 
which is how it fits into the article and report strategy. It will depend on the 
topic and how much time you want to spend on each site, but you can 
typically build sites with 10 to 15 articles and sell them quite easily. 
  



As with writing for other people, you will need to build a reputation to get 
your prices in line with what these sites are really worth, but once you 
have some experience you can sell sites like this in the $150 to $200 range. 
At that price, you only need to sell 3 or 4 per month to reach our $500 
goal. 
  
You can break it down to building one of these sites every week. If you do 
that, you'll be on the right path to reach that $500 goal. 
  
And all the same things apply here as with writing for other people: 
  

• You'll build a client list to whom you can sell future sites 
• Start at a lower price to get some testimonials, then gradually raise 

your price to where you're happy with the ROI on your time 
• You can multiply your profits by selling private label rights to these 

sites - selling to multiple people at a lower price 
  
 

Earning $500 a Month as a Web Writer 
  
Writing articles is a great way to start making money on the internet. It has 
a low cost-of-entry (it can be done for no cost, in fact) and it doesn't take 
a lot of technical skills. 
  
Plus, as you do more of it you'll start to learn how many other aspects of 
internet marketing work. If you're writing for other people, you'll often get 
a glimpse into how they run their business. And if you're posting your own 
content to various places, you'll see how those websites operate. 
  
Over time, this experience can help you branch out into various other 
areas and diversify your sources of income. 
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