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The corpus callostomy studies were groundbreaking 

because they gave evidence that it really is 

possible to have two                                                                                

independently operating                                                              

brains - a left and a right.  
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We now know that it is possible to function quite 

well, just quite differently, with two independently 

operating brains.  

 

.  
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Kim Peak and other individuals born without corpus 

callosum have shown us this, and so have the split 

brain patients.  
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My autistic daughter Meaghan gives evidence of this 

every day. When asked a question, her verbal 

response is often quite different from her typed 

response. If it does not always contradict it, it is much 

more expanded and thoughtful.  
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Her verbal replies are rote, one or two word 

repetitions of previously used phrases. Her written 

language is much more expressive, typed in full 

sentences with appropriate grammar and syntax. 

  

The STORY OF AUTISM: Right Brain Left Brain Disconnect   

5 © Gail Buckley, www.PLRContentSource.com/the-story-of-autism 



38 

And it is completely clear that the "two piles" of 

language (as she puts it) are completely separate for 

her. She finds nothing unusual in the dichotomy of 

her responses. However, she does specify that her 

verbal responses are often "nonsense.” 
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The problem is… our understanding of autism lags 

far behind their capability, and they are the ones 

to suffer for our ignorance.  
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We try to come up with solutions for them based on 

what works for us – but they are not hardwired to 

operate or communicate like us – so our solutions are 

often shortsighted.  
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Augmented Communication Apps and Devices are 

okay in that they give kids with autism the ability to 

express their immediate wants and needs. And this is                                                                         

certainly much better than                                                          

than nothing BUT… they                                                    

caters only to their left brain. 
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What if, like Meaghan, the right side of their brain is 

filled with language as well – with thoughts and 

feelings just waiting to be released? 
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There was a news story on Amazon’s Alexa today – 

about how it is always learning because it is 

always listening. It is also always recording 

everything it is hearing, and the story focused on 

what should be done with all this                                                        

private information. 
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The Alexa story got me thinking about my daughter, 

Meaghan, and how much data she has accumulated 

in her mind listening to every word that has been 

uttered around her for the past 34 years. 
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Because when you get right down to it, all our 

children with autism are like living Alexas. They 

absorb everything they hear and file it away for 

future reference.  
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If they’re verbal, they can recite back just about any 

fact or figure they take in. 

 

This is their detail oriented                                                              

left brain at work.  
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But if they’re not verbal or speak only in rote phrases, 

then all this knowledge they have recorded just 

sits inside their head and they have no way of 

letting you know what they are thinking and feeling.  
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They can’t communicate their thoughts and 

emotions BECAUSE they are on the right side of 

their brain… 
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…and if their corpus callosum is not working 

properly, sharing information swiftly back and forth 

between the two sides of the brain, then what’s 

right is right and what’s left is left.  
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You have to wonder how many others with autism 

have a right brain capable of expressing much more 

than their vocal left brain allows them to, if only they 

could figure out a way of                                                    

getting the words out. 
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