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You’ve probably heard a lot about the t-shirt selling spree that’s taking the 
Internet marketing world by storm. Indeed, it’s hard to go on Facebook 
without seeing links asking you to buy t-shirts that are related to interests of 
yours. 
 
The thing is, it’s really, really tempting for you as a customer to buy these 
shirts. Designers and marketers are targeting your exact interests. T-shirts 
are fun and easy. People love to wear them. And people love to sell 
them.  
 
You just might find that you love to sell them as well. Now, you can. 
Amazon is going to make it easy for you. Instead of buying all the t-shirts, 
you can start to sell them. 
 
Amazon has opened up Merch by Amazon as a way of recognizing this 
phenomenon. 
 
Note that, at the time of this writing, Amazon doesn’t allow everyone to 
join right away. This might be fluid, so give joining a try. You can apply and 
then wait to be accepted- the process doesn’t seem to be too difficult as 
of the time of this writing. 
 
Check this page to see if you’re able to join right now, or to request to 
join: 
 
https://merch.Amazon.com/landing 
 
So, what exactly is Merch by Amazon? It’s a way for you to create and sell 
branded ‘Merch’ with no up-front costs. You’ll upload the artwork you 
want on the Merch.  
 
You’ll then choose the t-shirts you want to make available. 
 
Then, you’ll promote your shirts. They can be promoted via apps, your 
blog, or on social media. Amazon produces the shirt and ships it to the 
customer. It’s print on demand. You’ll get a product page on the Amazon 
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site, of course, so you can sell your shirts. It’s a great business model and 
it’s one you might start to get really excited about. 
 

Getting Started With Merch by Amazon 
 
Now, when you first check out the Merch by Amazon site, you might be 
confused and think that it’s just for app developers. It’s not! Amazon notes 
that it’s for all content creators. They say that it’s for any content creator 
to create and sell branded t-shirts on Amazon. If you have great ideas for 
designs and t-shirts , this is for you. 
 
There are limits of the number of designs that you can submit, based on 
which tier you’re placed in. At the time of this writing, there’s a Merch by 
Amazon team that hand-selects content creators to move up in tier and 
increase the number of shirt designs they can submit. 
 
To get to the level 100 tier, you need to have sold 25 shirts from those 
you’ve already created, for example. This shouldn’t be too difficult, if 
you’re doing your research and running your Merch business the right 
way. 
 

What You Can Submit to Be Printed 
 
Amazon restricts certain designs, of course. You can’t print anything 
illegal, violent, anything related to human tragedy, anything that 
promotes violence, anything that infringes on the rights of others or 
violates trademarks, copyrights, etc. 
 
Here’s a full listing of what you can and can’t submit: 
 
https://merch.Amazon.com/resource/201858630 
 

Tools You Need to Succeed 
 
I can’t stress this enough- Amazon really wants you to succeed. They have 
all sorts of tools in their Merch by Amazon section. This includes a t-shirt 
template you can use to ensure you create a fantastic t-shirt that has a 
great chance of selling well. 
 
This t-shirt template is something you can download to use in your favorite 
design software. There are template downloads for Adobe Illustrator, 
Adobe Photoshop, and Gimp. 

https://merch.amazon.com/resource/201858630


 
The image specs are: 
 
15”W x 18”H @ 300ppi (i.e. 4500 x 5400 pixels), sRGB, less than 25MB. 
 
Here’s the link to the info and templates: 
 
https://merch.Amazon.com/resource/201851710 
 

Promotional Templates for Merch by Amazon Ads 
 
Amazon has also prepared promotional templates for you to use for your 
ads. Again, you can use Adobe Illustrator, Adobe, Photoshop, and Gimp 
with these templates. 
 
You can also download your shirt front and back to use with these 
promotions you create. 
 
https://merch.Amazon.com/resource/201855450 
 
If you do have an app, here’s the SDK download for the Amazon Mobile 
Ads API: 
 
https://merch.Amazon.com/resource/201851730 
 
Here’s the full FAQ for Merch by Amazon: 
 
https://merch.Amazon.com/resource/201846470#artworkquestions 
 

Merch by Amazon Income Potential 
 
Here is the Merch by Amazon page that covers your royalty payments: 
 
https://merch.Amazon.com/resource/201858580 
 
Basically, you will earn a royalty on each shirt you sell. How much you earn 
depends on what you price your shirt at, minus the fees Amazon takes. 
 
How much your ‘take home’ on your shirts shakes out to be has changed 
over time, but it’s hovered around 40% of the sale price. 
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Step One 
 
Amazon has made it very easy to get started with Merch by Amazon.  
 
Here’s how they’ve put it: 
 
“You can start in the morning, and have t-shirts with your artwork available 
for sale on an Amazon.com product page before the end of the day.” 
 
Sounds pretty great, right? This is definitely something you can try as your 
new business model. 
 
So, apply ASAP so you can get approved and get started with Merch by 
Amazon. It’s worth it since it’s fast and easy to get started and Amazon 
supplies you with so many tools. 
 
Amazon notes that you don’t need a developer account to work with 
Merch by Amazon (even though many of their help documents seem 
geared toward app developers). But, you will set up a Merch by Amazon 
account that you’ll log into separately from your main account- sort of like 
you have to re-log in if you’re an Amazon Kindle seller or have a Seller 
Central account on Amazon or something like that.  
 
You’ll enter in your contact information and your banking details as well. 
You can have your earnings directly deposited into your bank account. 
Amazon notes that you can use this same account to create new T-shirts 
in the future. 
 
After you’ve applied for your account and you’ve been accepted, go 
through all of the help documents they give you at Merch by Amazon. 
You should find that it’s pretty simple and straightforward to work this 
business model... and it can even be a whole lot of fun 
 
Here’s a link with various steps and how-to’s: 
 
https://developer.Amazon.com/public/community/post/Tx3504078FRYE5I/
Announcing-Merch-by-Amazon:-A-New-Way-to-Generate-Revenue-with-
Branded-T-Shirts 
 
Now then, go ahead and create your design. Use Amazon’s templates 
and have fun. You can also easily hire someone to do this for you. 
Fiverr.com and Upwork.com are great spots to hire designers on the 
cheap. 
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Ensuring Profitability on your T-Shirts 
 
You don’t want to create just any old t-shirt, of course. It’s important to 
take a look and see what’s selling first. What type of t-shirt can you create 
that you can be reasonably sure will sell well? 
 
If you’re not an artist yourself, you can hire someone to create the art for 
your shirt for you, like we’ve talked about. Try Upwork.com to find 
someone who can create something you’ll like. Or, see if you can find 
someone who offers this service on Fiverr.com. 
 
Alternatively, you can use software that will make things easy for you to 
create your designs—once you’ve gone through the tutorials and are 
familiar with how to use them, you might want to give Adobe Illustrator a 
try. Adobe offers a free trial and then you can pay monthly from there. If 
you start making some great money from your shirts, then this cost can be 
worth it. 
 
Don’t forget to use the templates Merch by Amazon gives you to make it 
easy to create designs that are the right size. 
 
Here’s a link to those resources again for easy reference: 
 
https://merch.Amazon.com/resource/201855450 
 
So, figure out a great design that’s likely to be profitable. Design it and get 
it ready for submission. 
 

Step Two 
 
Now, it’s time to get your listing up and running. This means setting your list 
price.  
 
Every time you sell a shirt, you’ll earn a royalty.  
 
Merch by Amazon has a royalty calculator that can help you figure out 
what you want to set your price at: 
 
https://merch.Amazon.com/resource/201858580 
 
Note: It’s in Amazon’s best interest to encourage you to sell more and 
more. So, if your shirts start taking off, your royalty percentage will 
increase. 
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Make sure everything is good to go with your shirt. Once you have 
submitted your T-shirt, and it is live on Amazon, your shirt will have its own 
product page on Amazon.com.  
 
In fact, every single T-shirt you design will get its own product page. 
 
The customer can even take advantage of Prime shipping, which is major. 
This is definitely a huge benefit over other T-shirt selling opportunities 
because those t-shirts often take forever to reach the customer – 
sometimes months. Your t-shirt will reach them in days, which can boost 
your sales—people will be more likely to buy on a whim, and as we’ve 
mentioned before they will be more likely to buy from Amazon than from 
any other company. 
 

Step Three 
 
Now that your shirt is live and has its own product page on Amazon, it’s 
time for you to start promoting it. Even though Amazon gets a lot of traffic 
on its own and you’ve hopefully chosen a highly trafficked and highly 
profitable style of shirt, you’re going to want to do this sort of active 
promotion or you probably won’t be able to count on high earnings. 
 
With the product page that Amazon will put up for you, you can direct 
people to your shirt via social media, from your blog, from your 
webpages, through your email list, and so on. You want to let everyone 
you know who would be interested that your shirt is live and up for sale. 
 
This means that you should be developing online communities or at the 
very least, participating in online communities who would be interested in 
shirts like yours. You want to target people who you know would buy this 
type of shirt and types of shirt you come out with in the future.  
 
Let’s say you plan to create shirts based around a certain app, video 
game, niche, interest, passion, etc. You could create a community based 
around that—and fill it full of people who will want to buy every shirt you 
come out with. 
 
Also, consider that the Merch by Amazon opportunity can partner well 
with some of the other Amazon-based earning opportunities. You can sign 
up as an affiliate and link to your shirts as an affiliate. Double check, but 
Amazon seems to be fine with this. 
 



You can also take out ads to help sell your shirts. You can use something 
like Facebook ads, which are often good because you can ensure they 
are fairly highly targeted. 
 
Amazon also has a cross-platform Amazon Mobile Ads API. If you have an 
app, then this is a way that you can run ads for the shirt within your app.  
 
Here’s information on the Amazon Mobile Ads API: 
 
https://developer.Amazon.com/public/apis/earn/mobile-ads 
 
Here’s a link with additional details on adding your shirt promotion to the 
Amazon mobile ads API: 
 
https://merch.Amazon.com/resource/201951510 
 

Step Four 
 
Amazon has a summary of what you need to get started and do well with 
Merch by Amazon. All you have to do is have a desire to create the shirt. 
You need a 15 x 18”, 300 dpi piece of artwork. 
 
You need a bank account that will receive direct deposits for T-shirt sales. 
 
That’s really it. 
 
At this point, continue to research additional profitable t-shirt design ideas. 
Figure out what the most successful t-shirt sellers on Amazon are doing 
and piggyback off of those ideas. 
 
Some of your shirts will do well and others will disappoint you. That’s okay – 
focus on the ones that are doing well for you. 
 
Continue coming up with new ideas and listing new shirts. As your sales 
improve and as you sell more shirts, Amazon will open up the ability for 
you to release even more shirts. It’s in your best interest to focus on getting 
your t-shirt sales up because this business can start to snowball for you. 
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Get Started With Merch by Amazon 
 
As you can see, this really can be a very fun Amazon focused business. It’s 
no wonder that Amazon decided to get into the t-shirt sales business 
opportunity for sellers like you. It’s a very hot opportunity. 
 
We all know that Tee-spring has been a great opportunity for many 
marketers. Amazon knows that they can make a lot of money in that 
same space if they sort of crowdsource t-shirt design and have unique t-
shirts no one else has. 
 
So, Amazon offers you a fantastic royalty and prime real estate right on 
their website. Your customers get to take advantage of Prime shipping. 
Best of all, you don’t have to pay a dime until Amazon takes the royalty 
from your earnings.  
 
That makes this a fun, easy, and fast Amazon focused business model to 
get started with. You’ll have a lot of fun and earn some great money at 
the same time. Start small and work your way up – soon enough, you 
could find yourself with a wonderful t-shirt empire. 
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